
  Sunday morning we began by singing Happy Birthday to Carolyn Maunz.  We continue to hold Jean and 
Bill Turner in prayer.  I had a visit with them after the service at Miles and met their granddaughter and 
her husband. 
 
     We were delighted to welcome Judy Falconer back to the ministry of music!  Some of you know that 
sadly, Judy's last Sunday with us will be May 22.  Please join us for a special Fellowship Hour following the 
service May 22. 
 
     Janet Claar who has done such a wonderful job organizing coffee hour has agreed to be a part of the 
Nominating Committee. 
 
     The Pemaquid Peninsula CROP Walk is June 5 at 1:00 beginning from the Bristol Mills Congregational 
Church. 
 
     The Spring Meeting of the Midcoast Association UCC Sunday, May 22 at 2:00 at the Second 
Congregational Church, UCC, Newcastle.  "Working Towards the Beloved Community in Maine:  What is 
our part to play in 2016?  The key note speaker will be Jerome Bennett who is the Disproportionate 
Minority Contact Coordinator for the State of Maine Department of Corrections.  Jerome's past personal 
history, education and professional work drives his passion for addressing disparities in our juvenile and 
education systems.  He will speak about his current work and ways our community can make a difference. 
 
     The Second Congregational Church of Newcastle and the Congregational Church of Bristol are hosting 
three soup suppers on three Wednesdays:  May 25, June 1, and June 8 6:00-8:00 PM.  The sessions will 
be:  Dismantling Rascism: Where do we start?; Racism in our past: How does it affect our present?; and 
What is White Privilege?  This is part of the "Pentecost to Juneteenth Anti-Racism Challenge".  The goal is 
to see if 50 churches in the Maine Conference UCC will take this time to reflect and act on our call to be 
the Beloved Community. 
 
READINGS       Acts 16:9-15                 Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
MESSAGE               No Temple                                                      Pastor Beth Hood 
  
      When I was a little girl, I frequently held my textbooks vertically on my desk to read. So when I was 
learning Geography, the compass on the maps pointed East-West-South-and North. So when people 
spoke of Santa Claus coming from the North Pole, it made perfect sense to me that he came down from 
the sky—because that was the direction of North. 
  
      As I grew older, heaven took the place of the North Pole and was up there. And again, there was 
supporting evidence-angels sitting on clouds, doves coming down from the sky. 
  
      I told you when I returned from the Holy Land about an encounter with an Israeli scholar. He told us 
that the Messiah would come when the Temple was rebuilt. His belief is that all of the Jews will return to 
Jerusalem from all over the world, the magnificent Dome of the Rock will be destroyed and the Third 
Temple will be built on the Temple Mount. That will be the Messianic Kingdom and all will be well. 
  
      I find that as hard to believe now as reindeer descending from the clouds. That is the holiest real 
estate in Jerusalem, perhaps the world. And its destruction would bring peace? To anyone? 
  



      The Bible opens with the powerful phrase, “In the beginning God…” It concludes with John’s vision of 
the new heaven and new earth. And somewhere in between is the phrase, “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 
  
      As Jesus is the link between us and God, his words, his teachings are the link between the beginning, 
creation and His Kingdom. 
  
      There is another reading for this morning, John 5 in which as Jesus approaches Jerusalem he came to 
the Sheep Gate. There was a pool which had five porticoes. In these lay many invalids-blind, lame and 
paralyzed. One man was there who had been ill for 38 years. Jesus saw him lying there and asked, “Do 
you want to be made well?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when 
the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.” Jesus 
said to him, “Stand up, take your mat, and walk.” At once the man was made well, and he took up his mat 
and began to walk. 
  
      I wonder if he walked into the city or away from the city. No matter, Jesus had given him the ability to 
choose. 
      In the reading from Acts this morning, Paul was sleeping, probably exhausted after a tour with Silas of 
the churches he had already founded. And he had a vision, a man in Macedonia begged him to “come 
over to Macedonia and help us.” 
  
      Macedonia was the Europe of the time, not the area of France and Germany, but the easternmost 
part of Greece. This was the ‘cradle of western culture’, the home of Homer, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle and 
Alexander the Great. This was not only outside the realm of Christianity, it was far from Judaism’s 
religious center. 
  
      If there is something of the unexpected in Paul and Silas going to Europe rather than Asia, then there 
is also a most unlikely candidate for First Christian Convert in Europe: Lydia, a Gentile, and a woman. We 
will talk more about Lydia next week. 
  
      For this morning, it is the irony of Paul and Lydia that is relevant. People outside the gate, people on 
the edge or the fringe of social acceptance, people who are not traditionally given a voice or a place in 
the life of organized religion, are often most open and, perhaps, most in need of good news. The 
audience may be unexpected (after all it was a man beckoning in Paul’s dream), but so is Paul’s behavior: 
since when do Pharisees sit down with women to talk about faith? (I wonder if Lydia herself was 
surprised.) 
  
      If Jesus came to proclaim good news and the year of the Lord’s favor, and we carry this good news, 
like Paul, to all the ends of the earth, wouldn’t those on the fringes, those outside the gate, be hungry to 
hear what we have to say? And could it also be that God has surprises in store for us about who’s 
included in the circle of God’s grace and who’s part of the great conversation of faith? 
  
      Our earliest Christian ancestors had many of the same prejudices and unjust, exclusionary rules that 
we have, but the story itself keeps breaking those down. Do we pay enough attention to the big story of 
which we are a part, and those important though small moments of truth breaking through? 
  
      In the Old Testament, Ezra declared that salvation would be a small and exclusive club, “I will rejoice 
over the few who shall be saved…and I will not grieve over the multitude of those who perish.” John’s 



vision in the reading from Revelation this morning is expansive. John has included all those on the fringes, 
all those outside the gate. 
  
      In the New Jerusalem there is no need to destroy the Dome of the Rock. For there is no Temple. More 
exactly, there is no separate structure which could be identified as a temple. No Temple is needed. God 
and the Lamb are the Temple in this city. 
  
      “The Spirit took me to the top of an enormous high mountain and showed me Jerusalem, the holy city, 
coming down from God out of heaven. It had all the radiant glory of God and glittered like some jewel of 
crystal-clear diamond.” 
  
      The river of life in Ezekiel flows out of God’s temple. In Revelation’s New Jerusalem there is no temple 
building, and so the river flows from the throne of God, flows with life from the presence and the ruling 
power of the Lord of all. In Ezekiel, the river was lined with all kinds of trees, but here there is only one, 
the one that matters, the tree of life lost with Adam’s and Eve’s sin. In Ezekiel’s vision, the leaves were for 
healing of Israel, but here they are for the healing of all the nations. 
  
      And although in Exodus, we are told that it is impossible, here we will see the face of God. By God’s 
grace, humanity reaches its intended goal and completion, to dwell in God’s presence. 
  
      This is the promise of life with God brought out of the long story of human sin, rebellion, and 
suffering. From God comes light; from God comes the tree of life; from God’s throne flows the water of 
life; God is the temple, sanctifying the entire community; and God’s own presence is given. 
  
      We know that presence in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. We know that presence of God at 
the font and the table, and in the proclamation of good news. We know that presence of God dimly 
reflected in our own imperfect communities. John’s vision shows us the goal to which God is bringing all 
of human life, and calls us on to that reality. 
 


