
Well, I'm not sure what was going on yesterday, but Sunday morning was beautiful and we had many people arrive with 
rakes, clippers, gloves and tarps for Grubby Sunday and things are looking beautiful!  Thank you:  Linda, Karen, Priscilla 
House, Ricki and Randall, Lori and Norman, Gail, Bill, Don Maunz, Donna, Betsy!  And please forgive me if I have forgotten 
anyone.  We appreciate all your efforts! 
 
The Thrift Shop will be open Fridays as well as Saturdays beginning in May.  Thanks to Donna and Betsy and all of the 
volunteers who have stepped up to keep the Thrift Shop open! 
 
We have once again received materials from the Bristol Mills Congregational Church for the third Ecumenical Pemaquid 
Peninsula CROP Hunger Walk.  The walk will take place Sunday, June 5, at 1:00 PM.  It's a six mile route on Upper and 
Lower Round Pond Roads starting at the Bristol Church.  Those who do not complete the walk get a ride back to the 
starting point in a Model T.  Bicycles, runners and dogs are also welcome.  CROP Walks raise funds for Church World 
Service which provides international relief and development as well as food and clean water.  25% of the funds raised will 
donated to our local food pantries in Newcastle and New Harbor. 
 
I am headed up to a meeting of the Pemaquid Peninsula Cooperative Ministry committee tomorrow, Thursday.  The 
meeting is at 3:00 in Bristol.  I will head up early if anyone would like to get together. 
 
Sunday we held in prayer Jean and Bill Turner and lit the memorial candle for Dick Miller. 
 
I stopped by the hospital on my way home and had a nice visit with Jean and Bill.  Bill was doing quite well. 
 
Because there was little I could offer to the worship of God beyond the joy of working in His beautiful creation before 
church or to the beautiful music from Carolyn and our choir, I shortened the service as I promised the workers I would.  This 
is the sermon I had prepared.  I only shared Psalm 148 and the part of the sermon about St. Francis. 
 
MESSAGE                     “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it” Pastor Beth Hood 
  
      There is another reading in today’s lectionary. Psalm 148. 
  
      Like the reading from Acts this morning, Psalm 148 seeks to broaden the circle of who is included in the Kingdom of 
God. 
  
      In every line of this psalm, the singers reach out . They exhort “kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers 
of the earth, young men and women alike, old and young together!” to praise the Lord. 
  
      But the invitation for other singers doesn’t stop there. The psalmists go on and on exhorting: “You heavens; you angels 
and hosts; you, sun, moon, and shining stars; you highest heavens and waters above the heavens; hey, you sea monsters 
and all deeps; you fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind; you mountains and hills; you fruit trees and all cedars over 
there; you wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds-all of you together, join in this ecstatic chorus of 
praise to our Creator!” 
  
      This is the image of an amazing, diverse, creation-encompassing praise chorus-a chorus, a family, that can and should 
praise God, “for God commanded and they were all created. God established them forever and ever…” All that God creates 
and sustains are witnesses to God’s glory and should announce this fact. It’s not just our smaller human family that enjoys 
this blessed witness and the duty to bear witness. 
  
      In his article, Nature’s Praise of God in the Psalms, Terence Frethheim wrote, “it is only as all creatures of God join 
together in the chorus of praise that the elements of the natural order or human beings witness to God as they ought.” 
This insight calls human beings “to relate to the natural order in such a way that nature’s praise might show forth with 
greater clarity.” 
  



      A hymn of praise that only includes human beings-and excludes creeping things, sun and stars, angels, trees would 
create a monochromatic musical picture, and certainly a less glorifying one. 
  
      Romans 1:20 reads, “Ever since the creation of the world, God’s eternal power and divine nature, invisible though they 
are, have been understood and seen through the things God has made.” 
  
      Where have you witnessed God’s eternal power and divine nature? 
  
      Our God is a God who became flesh, a God who is present throughout creation-not only a transcendent heavenly host. 
Martin Luther asked, “Do you think God is sleeping on a pillow in heaven?...God is wholly present in all creation, in every 
corner, behind and before you.”   He also wrote, “God writes the Gospel, not in the Bible alone, but also on trees, and in 
the flowers and clouds and stars.” We shouldn’t miss the opportunity to hear the Gospel in its entirety. 
  
      That is perhaps difficult today-with so much environmental destruction, our separation from the rest of creation, and 
our fast-paced and distracted lives. Many great people in our Christian tradition have also lived in parallel, affluent times 
in which huge gulfs laid between the rich and the poor, and between humans and the rest of creation. 
  
      Francis of Assisi was born in the 12th Century, the son of a wealthy merchant family in Italy. In his youth, he was known 
for his extravagant, bawdy, consumptive lifestyle. But as he entered his 20s he began to hear callings from God that would 
change his life. 
  
      The callings came as he witnessed true poverty and disease and when, in a time of prayer, he heard a voice say, “Go 
Francis, and repair my house, which as you see is falling into ruin.” Francis took this message very literally at first and gave 
up all he had (including some of his father’s possessions) to repair local churches that lay in ruins. 
  
      He wed himself to “Lady Poverty” in order to remain focused on his ministry to God’s house here on earth-to not be 
distracted by his former acquisitive pursuits. He soon realized that God’s house, was actually God’s household-the ‘whole 
inhabited earth’. This is called oikoumene in the New Testament. This Greek root, oikos, or eco is used to form words like 
ecology, economics and ecumenical.) 
  
      Francis saw that this household consisted not only of dilapidated church buildings, but also the poor, the creatures of 
the earth, the afflicted, everyone and everything. God’s household included all of creation, and the most vulnerable parts 
of creation especially revealed, to Francis, the vulnerable and beautiful face of Christ. 
  
      Francis truly owned nothing, but in emptying himself, he realized that he shared a home with the moon, sun, stars, 
water, fire, flowers, children, elders, birds, and even death. As Job believed, this home rested in the hollow of God’s hand. 
And to all who shared this home, Francis called brother and sister-not stranger, but family-and he was known for 
compromising his own comforts to protect and provide for his family members. For Francis, first among the responsibilities 
of all family members (including himself) was to praise the Source and Sustainer. 
  
      When Francis came on a vast field of flowers, he would preach to them and exhort them to praise God as if they could 
understand his words. He would likewise exhort cornfields, vineyards, stones, fields, springs of water, green plants in 
gardens, earth, fire, and water to a praise and love for the Creator. 
  
      On this Earth Sunday, I close with a part of Francis’ version of Psalm 148: 
  
      Praised be You my Lord with all Your creatures, 
      Especially Sir Brother Sun, who is the day through whom You give us light. And he is beautiful and radiant with great 
splendor. Of You Most High, he bears the likeness. 
      Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars. In the heavens You have made them bright, precious and 
fair. 
      Praised be You my Lord through our Sister, Mother Earth! Who sustains and governs us, producing varied fruits with 
colored flowers and herbs! 



      Praise and bless my Lord, and give thanks to the Lord, and serve the Lord with great humility. Amen 
 


