
Good beautiful day in Maine! 
 
Sadly, we opened the service yesterday lighting the memorial candle for Jimmy Fossett and 
hold his family in prayer.  
 
Happily, Donna and Betsy stepped up as ushers.  But I asked Sally for the list going forward.  My 
understanding of the arrangement is that if you are unable to serve on your Sunday, please find 
someone to serve in your place and let Sally know.  Thank you all for ALL you do! 
 
We paid tribute to our nation's veterans. 
 
I shared the story of 'The Widow's Mite' with the children.  And they each have their own mite 
from my trip to Israel last year.  The children made jars of chicken soup mix for the Food Pantry 
in Sunday School with Carolyn and Lori. 
 
Deacons: 
November: Sally And Billy 
December: Steve and Nina 
 
Ushers: 
NOVEMBER 
3rd Sunday        STEVE  BUSCH 644-1835        DON EDWARDS 644-1045 
4th Sunday        JANET CLAAR 644-8762        DON MAUNZ 644-1552 
5th Sunday        BILL GLENDINNING 644-8990        PRISCILLA MARINO 644-8687 
DECEMBER                 
1st Sunday        NINA KASS  644-1023        MARY JANE FIELD 644-8613 
2nd Sunday        BETTY HOUSE  563-2610        BRAD PAYNE  789-5727 
3rd Sunday        STEVE  BUSCH  644-1835        NORMAN WRIGHT 644-8750 
4th Sunday        DON MAUNZ 644-1552        BILL GLENDINNING 644 8990 
JANUARY                 
1st Sunday        SUE EDWARDS 644-1045        DON EDWARDS 644-1045 
2nd Sunday        CONNIE KENNEDY 644-1027        LINDA BRUNNER 563-3915 
3rd Sunday        LORI  WRIGHT 644-8750        DONNA PLUMMER 644-8443 
4th Sunday        LINDA BRUNNER 563-3915        STEVE BUSCH 644-1835 
5th Sunday        VIOLA GLENDINNING 644-8104        SALLY GUNDERSEN 563-1959 
 
At the Deacons' meeting yesterday, we began to talk about the way forward for the Open and 
Affirming process endorsed by the congregation in the Annual Meeting in August.  Plans will be 
confirmed at the Executive Committee Meeting November 22.  The plan now is for monthly 
meetings beginning in January.  These meetings will be open to all who are interested in 
participating.  It is important that we take this journey as a community. 
 
The new wood stove was installed in the parsonage this week.   
 



I am thrilled to report that the new Fellowship Hour strategy is well under way under the able 
direction of Janet Claar!  Savhana and I did coffee hour this week (with lots of help)!  I am grateful 
to all for freeing up the Deacons to be more focused on the spiritual needs of the community. 
 
Savhana and I had a good visit with Betty after church yesterday.  She is doing well.  We are 
grateful to the people who have stepped up to run the Thrift Shop in the coming weeks.  It would 
be much appreciated if you all would consider picking Betty up to go with you when possible.   
 
Plans for the Harvest Fair November 21 are well under way! 
 
Before moving into the Advent, Christmas and Epiphany season, I am taking this week off to 
renew, refresh and declutter.  Judith Robbins will be leading worship next Sunday.  I am in the 
area until next Saturday so if there are any pastoral emergencies, please feel free to call me at 
home-389-2370. 
 
Readings:  Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17; Mark 12:38-44; Hebrews 9:24-28 
 
MESSAGE                                Everyday People                                            Beth Hood 
  
      I have mentioned to you before that I often read the lectionary for the next week after 
church on Sunday. I knew last week that we had another week of the story of Ruth and Naomi. I 
found in reading the lectionary that this week’s readings would also include the story of ‘the 
widow’s mite’. Rarely has a lectionary weighed so heavily on me as this week’s as I visited twice 
with Betty House and heard from so many of you who love her.   
  
      If last week’s passage from the Book of Ruth was about making a commitment, this week’s 
passage is about living out a commitment of concern for another’s welfare. About five miles into 
her forty mile walk back to Bethlehem from Moab, Naomi turned to her daughters-in-law and 
told them to return to their families rather than tie their futures to hers. In this morning’s reading, 
Naomi is able to put Ruth’s welfare above her own, procuring a good future for Ruth even though 
she sees no future for herself. 
  
      How many women and children, widows and orphans have lived on the edge of survival 
through time? How well connected are we to the day-to-day experience of women and children 
today who struggle to survive? Are they people with names and stories, like Ruth and Naomi, or 
are they the ‘faceless poor’ like the widow in the temple in Mark’s gospel? 
  
      Walter Brueggemann sees the threshing floor where Ruth ‘goes to’ Boaz as a place where God 
works mysteriously with and through human beings to make a radically new future imaginable. 
Brueggemann’s dream of this future for Israel is rooted in the simple things of this story: 
faithfulness, love, loyalty, trust, hard work, interdependence, sharing, mourning and rejoicing, 
community, the promise that each new child represents. Through these very real experiences of 
everyday people, God works wonders and progresses the story of which we are all a part. 
  



      The Book of Ruth is very short and well worth the read. In reading only a few verses 
recommended in the lectionary, we miss the part of the story where Boaz first sees Ruth and tells 
his workers to look after her and provide as much grain as she needs. We could surmise from the 
‘happy ending’ that he was captivated by her beauty. But the rest of the story is that when Ruth 
asked Boaz why he was being so kind to her, ‘a foreigner’. Boaz replies that he has heard about 
her kindness and care for her mother-in-law. Boaz was inspired by Ruth’s goodness to do 
something good himself. 
      
      For all time, women have managed to bear children, raise families, take care of business. Most 
women have had to do physical labor all day in order to survive. Naomi and Ruth’s survival skills 
are less important than the depth of their concern for each other. That kind of concern is 
something upon which to build churches, communities and a better world. The covenant of care 
is a place and an experience where we see God’s own steadfast and life-giving love for us. In Ruth, 
we understand just a little better what it means to be created in the image of God, an image we 
encounter in the most unexpected of people, in the most unlikely of circumstances. 
  
      The story of Ruth is a microcosm of community within the church. Ruth left her birth family 
and the land of her birth and chose to go to a new place, a new family and a new community. 
That community gathers around her at the end of the story, describing her as Naomi’s ‘daughter-
in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons.’. Our community of faith is a people 
of ancient roots and stories, practices and laws. 
  
      “Church” is a ‘voluntary association’. We choose voluntarily to answer God’s call to come 
together, sometimes with complete strangers, on God’s terms, to live out God’s dreams the best 
we can.   We choose one another each day, just as Ruth and Naomi did. 
  
      We have to wonder how all of this sounds, however, to those in our society who have been 
rejected by their families and from their churches. In the gay and lesbian communities, there is 
something called a ‘family of choice’ when a person who has lost their birth family gathers around 
them a group of loving friends with whom to share their lives, fashioning a new family in which 
to live in faithful and supportive and loyal love and affection. We remember that Ruth had a 
choice to stay with her family; others may not have that possibility open to them, and the only 
road is the road ahead, to a new and different community. 
  
      The church has the invitation, the call, to offer hospitality to those who have not known 
hospitality in their own homes. That covenant of care and fidelity is at the heart of who we are 
as people of faith. The temple, church building and systems are missing in this story of Ruth. God 
is only mentioned in passing. But as in the story of Esther a couple of weeks ago, God is between 
the lines of this story, just as God is always present in our own lives. 
  
      In last week’s message, we noted that Ruth represented the Moabite people, the enemy. Her 
marriages to Naomi’s son and to Boaz went against the laws of purity, marriage to foreign 
women. Ironically, Israel’s greatest king, David, was not a ‘purebred Israelite.’ He had a Moabite 
great-grandmother of astonishing faith and love. A compassionate ‘outsider’ became the 



ancestress of both King David and Jesus, himself. Ruth’s story of unexpected welcome and 
faithfulness shines a light on God’s deep hospitality toward the stranger and calls us to offer the 
same whether or not we’re comfortable with it. God is still speaking in new times and new 
conditions, and expects us to be open to a fresh word, new insights, and unexpected gifts. 
  
      The setting for this little story is very different from the grand story of the kingdom and the 
temple after the wandering people of Israel settled down. In the wilderness, things were simpler 
and more focused on the day-to-day realities and need of the people of faith. Once they reached 
the Promised Land, settling in led to the institutionalization of that faith, with ‘rule imposed from 
above,’ he writes, ‘ the thickening of tradition, the abuses of power and privilege, and the 
silencing of all but official voices. 
  
      There is another widow in our readings this morning. We miss the larger point of the story, if 
we focus simply on the widow giving everything she had. Taken in the context of Jesus’ harsh 
criticism of the temple establishment, Jesus is accusing the scribes of devouring the homes of the 
widowed. Because Jesus immediately mentions also their reciting of long prayers it may be that 
the scribes were essentially selling ministry, charging people for various acts of pastoral service. 
When Jesus saw the widow giving away her last two coins, he saw a glaring example of how far 
off track the whole temple enterprise had gone. This woman felt obligated to give away what 
little she had and although that revealed how earnest she was, it was an earnestness that was 
manipulated. 
  
      This story expresses Jesus’ judgment on a religious system that took the last ‘mite’ from a 
widow, ‘all that she had to live on.’ In building our communities of faith, we must stay mobile, 
like the people of Israel in the wilderness, creatively responding to the needs at hand, and 
sensitive, as our communities take more shape, to the risks of structures and leadership that bear 
down on the people, especially those most vulnerable and in need. 
 


