
Tomorrow Rev. Avery Manchester will be leading worship!  The topic of his sermon is Jonah, Job and Jesus. 

 

I have just had a visit with Gerri Kelsey at Miles Hospital.  Gerri broke her leg earlier this week and had surgery.  She will probably 

be in Miles until Monday.  Her spirits are good.  Please keep her in your prayers. 

 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE READING           Isaiah 1:1, 10-20    Charlie Hughes 

EPISTLE READING                    Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16    Lois Allen 

GOSPEL READING                     Luke 12:32-40 

MESSAGE                        “God’s good pleasure…”                   Beth Hood 

 

        God’s anger and God’s pleasure, with individuals and with nations, are seen in today’s readings.  What makes God 

angry?  Isaiah offers a strong answer.  God does ‘not delight in’, ‘cannot endure’, is ‘weary of’, even ‘hates’ the people’s ritual 

worship.  What pleases God?  Ceasing evil and learning to do good and giving thanks  Hope is found in Hebrews, where it 

is said that ‘God is not ashamed’ of the faithful, courageous, forward-looking people of the covenant.   Hope is also found in Luke 

12, where Jesus tells the disciples it is God’s ‘good pleasure to give you the kingdom,’ and urges readiness and simplicity. 

 

        When Jack and I were first married, we lived about five miles from my parents.  We attended the Army chapel we were 

married in.  And then we moved to San Diego and Jack went to sea.  We knew a couple there and I relied heavily on them for 

company.  They attended the Baptist Church and so I did too.  The pastor there was the epitome of fire and brimstone. 

 

        Every Sunday he would speak about the world coming to an end in such a way that I expected to walk out into smoking 

rubble at the end of the service.  His sermons made me squirm in dread.  All the while thinking, ‘isn’t that something we as 

Christians are supposed to be looking forward to? ‘  Isn’t God’s Kingdom a place where all will be well, where we will 

be reunited with loved ones, a place bathed in light and love? 

 

        Similarly, in this morning’s reading from Luke, Jesus seems conflicted, mixing up the imagery.  One second we’re hearing 

about a wedding banquet and being prepped for the arrival of the bridegroom but then we’ve switched back to the image of a 

thief entering a house. 

 

        An adult Sunday school class was studying sayings about ‘the end time’ in the Gospels.  Some were troubled and confused 

by Jesus’ use of symbols to describe the coming judgment:  lamps lit, loins girded, wise and foolish maidens, a thief in the 

night.  In an attempt to modernize the language, the pastor asked if they had seen or experienced something that made them 

think the end was near.  One woman recounted her fear during the Cuban Missile Crisis.  I remember being terrified then 

too.  Another described feelings of horror when her ancestral home in Hiroshima was destroyed in a nuclear attack 71 years ago 

this weekend.  Still others noted destruction of the environment of threat of collision with a comet. Everyone present agreed that 

helplessness and dread compounded their fears. 

 

        Jesus appears to give conflicting instructions to his followers.  In verses 32-34 he tells them not to be fearful, to trust their 

loving Father, and to divest themselves of possessions in order to help the poor.  On the other hand, he tells them to be watchful 

and on guard lest they be found unprepared when the Son of Man comes. 

 



        How can we be on guard and have no fear simultaneously?  The answer is obscure if we look at this passage in 

isolation.  However, there are three consistent threads running through all New Testament sayings about the end. 

 

        First, that Jesus will come again.  The bridegroom, the householder, Lord Jesus, Alpha and Omega, in verse 40 this morning, 

the Son of Man.  The language varies, but the message is consistent.  Jesus Christ will come again. 

 

        The earliest confessions of faith like the Apostles’ Creed imply or state this promise openly.  Faith in God’s promise was a 

great comfort to early Christians suffering persecution, and it should be an encouragement to us today in whatever sorrow or 

threat we find ourselves.  Evil will not have the last word.  God in Christ will return and reign forever. 

 

        Second, we don’t know when Jesus will come.  Verse 40 says the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.  The Father 

alone has the secret.  Ever since the Ascension, believers have tried to figure out when Christ will return.  They refer to ‘signs of 

the times’ noted in the Bible, as though God’s Word were a timetable, but even when Jesus indicated harbingers of the end, he 

cautioned that no one could predict the date when it would happen.  Trying to second-guess God is not only futile, but also 

contradicts what our Lord instructs us to do. 

 

        And finally, we’re called to be ready for Jesus’ Coming.  It is normal to feel powerless in the face of impending catastrophe, 

such as collision with a comet.  There is nothing an individual or church can do to prepare for such an event.  But we can prepare 

for the return of Christ, whenever it occurs.  The Bible tell us how to be ready: by repenting of our sins, believing that Jesus is the 

Messiah, being baptized in the triune name.  But most of all, we are prepared when we live faithfully as his disciples. 

 

        Followers are advised to sell their possessions and give alms.  Disciples are instructed to proclaim the gospel to others, that 

they may prepare for Christ’s coming.  Readiness means acknowledging there will be tribulations and sorrow along the way, but 

claiming the divine promise that victory is ultimately the Lord’s. 

 

        This morning’s Gospel reading begins with words of grace: the Father has already given us the Kingdom.  We have a 

treasure in heaven that cannot be removed, stolen or diminished.  Make no mistake, the kingdom is ours by grace and it is every 

bit as secure as Jesus says it is.  But our Lord is also wise enough to know that with that solid security can come also a 

sense of entitlement, maybe even a smugness mixed with laziness. 

 

        Such an attitude cannot characterize disciples.  Yes, the Kingdom is a free gift and it’s secure forever.  But be watchful, be 

mindful, be ready for the Lord’s return at any moment because only such a posture of devotion and readiness displays the kind of 

grateful heart for people who have received such a great gift to have. 

 

        Let’s not pretend that the prospect of judgment is something to be taken lightly.  And let’s not forget that no figure in the 

New Testament spoke about that final reckoning more than Jesus himself.  If the gospel is truly Good News, it is truly a  

proclamation of love fueled by grace, then frightening people into the faith is certainly the wrong way to go.  Because the master 

who returns in the end will be the same loving and gracious Lord who died in our place and who, in his life prior to that 

sacrifice, exuded nothing but live and kindness to especially those in society whom the religious folks of the day deemed the least 

worthy of such grace. 

 

       



     We’ll never make people fall in love with that gracious Savior if all we do is scare them to death with the prospect of meeting 

him.  If we want to keep in mind the prospect of final judgment, then let’s use that as the motivation to reach out to all people 

with the gospel of grace.  But let’s begin with the love. 


