
11/27/16 

Upcoming Events: 

Sunday, Dec. 4-2nd Sunday in Advent- Hope -The Remembrance of Christmas Past 

Sunday, Dec. 11-3rd Sunday in Advent-Love-The Life of Christmas Present 

Saturday, Dec. 17-Last day for the Thrift Shop 

Sunday, Dec. 18-4th Sunday in Advent-Joy-The Hope of Christmas Future 

Wednesday, Dec. 21-Longest Night Service (Blue Christmas) 5:00PM 

Saturday, Dec. 24- Walpole Chapel Christmas Eve Service 4:00PM 

                   Union Church Christmas Eve Service-6:00PM 

Sunday, Dec. 25-Christmas Day Service 10:00 AM 

 

We hold in prayer:  The students, faculty and friends of Ohio State; the people of Tennessee; Sally Loughridge, Jean Turner, 

Janet Claar, Betty House, Velinda Elwell and Sandy Niemann, Nick, Marcia, Bobby, Allison, Amy and all we hold in our hearts. 

Sunday we lit the Memorial Candle for Harold Abbott. 

 

Sunday we began the Advent series "The Redemption of Scrooge". 

 

HEBREW BIBLE            Isaiah 11:1-10 

EPISTLE                        Romans 15:4-13   Judy Falconer 

GOSPEL                      Matthew 3:1-12 

 

MESSAGE                      Bah! Humbug!       Pastor Beth Hood 

 

        Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” is a story of redemption.  It’s the story of a new beginning given to the unlikeliest of 

recipients.  Ebeneezer Scrooge found new meaning and purpose in life, and learned lessons from the past, present, and future 

that helped him ‘keep Christmas well’ all of his days. 

 

        A few years ago in Sedalia, Missouri, Kevin Walker decorated his front lawn for Christmas.  He didn’t set up a Nativity 

scene or an inflatable, illuminated Santa.  He decorated his lawn with a Grim Reaper, a tombstone, and a black wreath with Bah 

Humbug in glittery letters. 

 

        Walker told a local radio station the display was his protest of all the commercial hype surrounding Christmas in the United 

States.  The station called him ‘the biggest Scrooge in America’. 

 

        Like Grinch, the word Scrooge has entered our culture’s common vocabulary.  Even people who’ve never read “A 

Christmas Carol’ know the term Scrooge is used to describe someone who doesn’t enjoy Christmas.  If you’re not holly, jolly, ho-

ho-ho, you’d better keep those feeling to yourself unless you want someone to say, “Stop being such a Scrooge.” 

 

        But let’s be honest.  Not everything about Christmas is so great, is it? 

 

        Kevin Walker had a point.  Did you know that in 2015, the average American planned to spend $882 on Christmas 

gifts?  That’s a lot of money for presents given in honor of a baby born into poverty two thousand years ago. 

 

        And for a holiday about a ‘silent night’ when ‘all was calm’, Christmas in America gets pretty busy and loud.  And how many 

of you are as annoyed as I am when radio stations and stores start playing Christmas music before the kids have counted all 

their Halloween candy? 

 

        Our culture makes people who are feeling bad at Christmas feel even worse.  What about families who can’t afford nearly 

$900 worth of Christmas gifts, because they’re struggling to pay the monthly bills?  What about people who crave peace and 

quiet because daily life stresses them out?  What about folks who flinch when they hear “it’s the most wonderful time of the year” 

because the loss of a loved one or a job or their health is too recent, too raw? 

 

        If you don’t happen to feel merry this Christmas, that’s okay.  That doesn’t make you a Scrooge.  In “A Christmas Carol”, 

not even Scrooge is a Scrooge the way our culture uses the word.  He’s actually far worse off. 

 

        When Scrooge threatens to hit a young caroler who’s warbling outside his office door, he’s lashing out at what the best of 

those songs represent. 

 

        Scrooge’s nephew, Fred, describes Christmas as ‘a kind, forgiving, charitable, pleasant time…when men and women seem 

by one consent to open their shut-up hearts freely” especially to ‘people below them’ in society.  But when this boy ‘below’ 

Scrooge dares sing a Christmas song—probably hoping to get a little food or money in return as was the custom—Scrooge 

hears only an unwelcome demand on his time and resources. 



 

        For Scrooge, Christmas is nothing but an intrusion into the world he’s built for himself, a world with a population of 

one.    His last name, Scrooge, was Victorian slang for ‘squeeze’, and his fixation on money has ‘scrooged’ everyone else—

along with all friendship, love, and compassion—out of his life. 

 

        Scrooge is ‘a squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous, old sinner’.  His worst sin is the way he 

shoves other people aside—human beings who, in his nephew’s words, ‘really are fellow passengers’ through life.  When we 

forget that people around us are human, especially people less fortunate than we are, we run the risk of becoming less human 

ourselves. 

 

        Scrooge is so miserly with money, you might not notice how much he’s like a rich man Jesus told a story about.  Unlike 

Scrooge, the rich man in Jesus’ story spends wealth freely, but only on himself.  He wears robes of expensive purple fabric.  He 

eats lavish feasts daily.  He never spares a thought for Lazarus, the beggar who lies at his house’s gate, sick and covered with 

sores, with only the wild and dirty dogs that lick his wounds for company.  Lazarus would have been happy to eat crumbs from 

the rich man’s table, but the man either doesn’t know Lazarus is at the door or doesn’t care—neither of which puts him in a very 

good  light. 

 

        Nothing about this sorry situation changes until Lazarus and the rich man both die.  Then everything changes.  Angles 

escort Lazarus to a heavenly banquet, where he reclines nest to Abraham, first ancestor of the people of Israel.  But the rich 

man is tormented in the place of the dead.  When the man asks why, Abraham explains that he ‘received good things in life 

whereas Lazarus received terrible things.’ 

 

        Even now the rich man thinks only of himself.  He begs Abraham to send Lazarus to him with cool water and to warn his 

brothers about ‘this place of agony’.  Even in his awful afterlife, the rich man is treating Lazarus as less than human, with no 

identity of his own.  He could have bridged the distance between Lazarus and himself when Lazarus was on the rich man’s 

doorstep.  Now the gap between them is fixed in Lazarus’s favor. 

 

        This story illustrates one of Jesus’ most important teachings about the kingdom of God—one day God’s rule will be fully 

revealed and acknowledged, and God’s values and priorities will carry the day.  “Those who are last” in this world “will be first” in 

God’s world”.  God will not let those who are poor, hungry, and weeping suffer forever.  God will work a wonderful reversal of 

their fortunes. 

 

        That’s the message of the “Christmas carol” that Jesus’ mother, Mary, sings.  When she learns she will give birth, she visits 

her relative, Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist, and sings about what her son’s arrival will mean: 

 

        “With all my heart I glorify the Lord!  In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my savior…God has pulled the powerful 

down from their thrones and lifted up the lowly. 

 

        He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty-handed.  He has come to the aid of his servant 

Israel, remembering his mercy” 

 

        Mary’s words have been set to music, but you won’t hear Mary’s carol in the shopping malls.  Mary’s carol reflects different 

values and priorities.  It shifts our focus to those who struggle on society’s margins.  It promises God will lift up those who are 

now low and declares that God’s kingdom begins to arrive in the birth of Mary’s son.  If we want to celebrate the birth of this King 

appropriately, we must pay attention to the people he calls ‘blessed’.  We begin living in God’s future world by allowing the 

people around us, including ‘the lowly’ into our worlds today. 

 

        When the ghost of his dead business partner, Jacob Marley, appears to Scrooge, the ghost wears long chains that 

represent how Marley held back empathy and kindness when still alive.  Every failure to lift a finger to help, every time he turned 

away from someone who suffered, every instance of self-interest at another person’s expense—each of these moments added 

to the length of Marley’s chains, link by link and yard by yard. 

 

        Marley has learned, too late, that it is not good for human beings to be alone.  God created us for community, for 

connections with other people. Our spirits must, by God’s good design, roam beyond the narrow limits of ourselves.  That’s how 

we live as human beings. 

 

        Using Scrooge’s name to scold people who aren’t having themselves a merry little Christmas forgets the fact that Scrooge’s 

story is a story of redemption.  It is about Scrooge’s second chance to become human. 

 

        The first words addressed to Scrooge in the book are, “A merry Christmas, uncle!  God save you.”  And by the book’s end, 

Scrooge is saved—saved from his self-forged chains of greed and indifference, saved from self-imposed exile in a world of 

one.  Dickens never directly says that God saves Scrooge, but, as Christians, we believe salvation, in this life as well as the 

next, comes from no one else. 



 

        If someone does try to call you a ‘Scrooge’, ask them instead to call you by Scrooge’s given name, Ebenezer.  That name 

means ‘stone of help’.  The prophet Samuel set up a ‘stone of help’ where God gave the ancient Israelites victory over their 

enemies:  “The Lord helped us to this very point.”  By the grace of God, no one is beyond help.  Everyone can be named 

Ebenezer—even Ebenezer Scrooge with whom we will travel through Advent. 


