
Well, yesterday was a tough one!  We said a fond but sad farewell to Don and Carolyn Maunz.  The music was 

beautiful!  And dear Viola gave a gorgeous painting to them.  The Hospitality Committee with contributions 

from many of you provided a wonderful reception.(only to have to set up again in the afternoon for Punky 

Adams' memorial service.) 

 

Good news from Steve Busch on Sally's improving health brought a round of applause.  We continue to hold 

them in our prayers.  As well as:  Bobby Eugley, Kathy Norwood, Betty House, Geri Kelsey, Janet Claar, Allison 

Kelsey-Bryant, Amy Lincoln Sykes; Avery Manchester's daughter-in-law, Sheila and her husband, Peter; and 

my sister's brother and sister-in-law, Bob and Diana Haughs. 

 

We lit the Memorial Candle for Ruth Farrin Bullock. 

 

I will be in the office tomorrow (Tuesday) morning.  I have a meeting at10.  And I will be visiting in the 

afternoon. 

 

Please remember, now that we are settled up here, it's no problem for me to run to the office if you would ever 

like some time.  Our number is 

563-3193. 

 

Having said that, I would like to add that we are on call for the birth of our twin granddaughters.  I hope they will 

hold off for their due date, Sept. 12.  And we are excited about welcoming my sister and her family and 

our parents next week. 

 

EPISTLE                        Philemon 1-21 

GOSPEL                      Luke 14:25-33 

HEBREW BIBLE            Jeremiah 18:1-11 

Holy Shaper of hearts and minds, as Jeremiah came to know You in the work of the potter’s hands, teach us 

Your ways in the reading of Your word. Lead us into a deeper understanding of Your ways, that we may know 

and do Your will.  Amen 

 

MESSAGE                       In the Master’s Hands     Pastor Beth Hood 

 

        The Bible uses a great many things from the everyday life of those living in the ancient world to teach 

about the principles and character of God. Vessels such as jars and pots are a recurring metaphor.  It’s a 

powerful illustration of the relationship between the Creator and the created, of the purpose and destiny for 

which He made us. 

 

        Jeremiah is one of the longest books in the Bible.  In the first chapter of the book of Jeremiah, he was 

‘appointed a prophet to the nations’ 

 

        In this week’s reading, God invites Jeremiah to enter a potter’s shed and to observe the potter working 

with clay, so that Jeremiah may better hear God’s words, understand God’s way with Israel, and summon 

God’s people to conversion. 

 

        Other scriptures invite us to imagine God as ruler and judge, writer and teacher, farmer and builder, father, 

mother and lover.  Jeremiah 18 invites us to see God as an artisan and artist. 

 

        This image is not new.  Genesis 1 portrays God as the first poet, designer, metalworker, and landscaper, 

as God speaks, divides, fashions, and populates the cosmos. 

 

        In Genesis 2:7 God first shapes clay, sculpting and forming humankind from the sediment of the earth.  As 

God’s hands knead and smooth the moist dirt, God breathes life into God’s new creation, so that the human 

being is simultaneously grounded by this connection earth and animated by the very breath of God. 

 



        This morning in Jeremiah 18, we hear that God did not simply shape us once for all.  To this day, God tells 

Jeremiah, God’s people are like clay that has not yet been fired. 

 

        Clay that has been fired dries, shrinks, and hardens into a permanent structure and shape.  It may be 

decorative, but is often functional, and is most often designed for a single purpose—a brick or tile, bowl or 

plate, a mug, a vase, a pitcher, a storage jar, a lamp.  It is easy to break.  Such clay, now dry ceramic, is often 

lovely and as often useful. It is specialized.  It is also rigid and brittle. 

 

        Clay that has not been fired is plastic.  It may be shaped and reshaped infinitely.  It is a material of 

possibility:  moldable, flexible, responsive. 

 

        Though God shaped humankind and breathed life into its nostrils, God did not fire the clay from which He 

made us. 

 

        No one of us is only a tile, a pitcher, or a lamp.  God is able to shape us and reshape us, and God labors 

tirelessly at the wheel on our behalf. God assesses our character, perceives our strengths and our 

weaknesses, builds on our strengths, and when flaws are found in us, works diligently to fix them. 

 

                As Jeremiah leaves the potter’s shed God expands the metaphor from people to nations.  It almost 

seems to be a new subject, for now God is not talking about the house of Israel in particular, but about any 

nation at all. 

 

        God’s plans for a nation, a people, or a kingdom are not fixed.  And they are not determined apart from 

our own choices. 

 

        God’s good plan to build up a people may be thwarted by their choice to do what is evil.  On the other 

hand, God may plan to pull down a kingdom that has made itself great on the backs of the oppressed, but if 

that nation turns from its evil, God may change His mind concerning destruction. 

 

        Just as we, the unfired clay, respond to the potter’s touch, to water, and to the wheel, so God responds to 

us. 

 

        This morning’s reading is about the complex interaction between God the artist and maker, on one hand, 

and, on the other, God’s people, who are like clay in His hands but are also so much more. 

 

        God cannot make us do anything.  God cannot make us use our gifts or choose the good.  Nor can God 

effect our conversion or direct our lives and our will to a new path and purpose if we do not also choose them. 

 

        We are neither automatons nor closed circuits.  The shape of our character and our lives is not fixed.  We 

remain supple.  We, as individuals and as communities, may be formed through education and the 

practice of virtue. 

 

        We may be deformed through abuse and ambition.  We are susceptible to influence, suggestion, 

temptation, and corruption.  We are also resilient, and capable of astonishing goodness and true conversion. 

Through it all, even in the company of others and even in relationship with God, each of us forms our own 

intentions and exercises our own free will. 

 

        In verse 11, God asks Jeremiah—asks, not commands—to speak to the people of Judah and inhabitants 

of Jerusalem, to summon them to conversion.  God has planned an end for the kingdom of Judah, but even this 

future is not fixed.  Just as the potter returns to the wheel, so God asks the people to return—each one from 

the evil path they have chosen, and to make their paths and their deeds good. 


