
Good beautiful day in Maine! 

 

     We opened the service lighting the Memorial Candle for Sue Edwards' mother and in love and support for 

her family. 

 

     The Drukker family filled the church with joy as we baptized Lois Drukker's granddaughter, Matt and 

Hannah's daughter, Maeve.  In spite of it being naptime, Maeve was happy, sweet and beautiful-one of the 

great joys of this calling! 

 

     The Church Fair is next Saturday, July 9. There are still opportunities to volunteer. Lobster picking is Friday 

at 5:00. 

 

     I have copies of the book, "Saving Jesus From the Church: How to Stop Worshipping Christ and Start 

Following Jesus" by Robin R. Meyers. Book study is 4:00 in the Pastor's Office 4:00-5:00 Friday, July 8. 

 

     The Open and Affirming Committee met after the service Sunday.  The covenant statement will be available 

in the Annual Report July 24, a week before the Annual Meeting.     Committee Chairs, please submit your 

information for the Annual Report to Lori Wright by July 15. 

 

July 3 Readings:  Deuteronomy 10:12-13, 17-21 and John 8:31-36  Thank you Donna Plummer and Cynthia 

Garrels!  Looking for volunteers to read next week! 

 

MESSAGE                 “A Republic, if you can keep it”        Pastor Beth Hood 

 

        One of the phrases I hear most frequently from candidates of both parties is, “That’s not who we 

are.”  Today would seem to be a good time to reflect on that and as we celebrate the birth of our nation, ask 

ourselves, “who are we?” 

 

        Dr. James McHenry, a delegate from Maryland and one of the youngest men at the Constitutional 

Convention in 1787, was privileged to witness a historic exchange that he recorded in his notes.  McHenry 

wrote that when Benjamin Franklin emerged from the building that day, he was accosted by a certain Mrs. 

Powell of Philadelphia.  Mrs. Powell spoke for all of America when she asked Franklin, “Well, Doctor, what 

have we got?  A republic or a monarchy?”  Franklin, the “sage of the Constitution” shot back: “A republic, 

madam—if you can keep it.” 

 

        What did he mean?  Have we? 

 

        A century later in his first inaugural address, Abraham Lincoln said, “The mystic chords of memory 

stretching from every battle-field and patriot grave, to every living heart and hearthstone, all over this broad 

land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of 

our nature.” 

 

Lincoln believed that it was those ‘mystic chords of memory’ that made us a people and  would save us in the 

end, would makes us a people again, on the other side of hatred and death.  It would take those ‘mystic chords’ 

to heal our wounds. 

 

        The idea that America had a destiny began over two hundred years before Abraham Lincoln gave his 

inaugural address, before America became a nation.  America was an idea before the founders gave us a 

nation based on that idea. 

 

        It was a hope and a promise more than 150 years before that hope and that promise took the form of a 

government and a nation. 



 

        The seed of America’s character goes back to the summer of 1630, when a fleet of eleven ships sailed 

from England to what is today Boston  On board the fleet’s flagship, Arbella, the man chosen to be the 

governor of the new Massachusetts Bay Colony, John Winthrop, gave his now famous sermon, “A Model of 

Christian Charity.” 

 

        In that sermon he said that the settlement of these people headed to the New World would be a ‘city upon 

a hill.’  The people he led all familiar with the Christian scriptures understood the reference immediately. 

Winthrop was referring to Jesus’ words from the Gospel of Matthew: “You are the light of the world.  A city that 

is set on a hill cannot be hid.” 

 

        Jesus and Winthrop were speaking to their followers and for all time.  Winthrop was making clear to the 

pilgrims with him that what they were about to do was a tremendous burden, that they bore a responsibility to 

all other people living and to history and the future. 

 

        Winthrop said, “The eyes of all people are upon us.  So that if we shall deal falsely with our God in this 

work we have undertaken, and so cause Him to withdraw His present help from us, we shall be made a story 

and a by-word through the world.” 

 

        He was reminding those sailing from England that this trip was not only about finding a place where they 

might live their lives in peace.  For them living their lives in peace meant they would have the opportunity to 

fulfill their responsibility to do something important for God. 

 

        It was not only the freedom to be left alone; it was the freedom to do what was right.  Freedom, as we 

heard from Paul in his letter to the Galatians last week, was a gift from God and to be used for His purposes. 

 It was not merely freedom to be left alone, it was a gift to be used for others. 

 

        The idea of freedom as something to be used in the service of others is at the very heart of the Jewish and 

Christian Scriptures and it became an important idea as the heart of the American project in the seventeenth 

century and after. 

 

        This idea is mentioned in the very beginning of the Old Testament.  In Genesis chapter 12, God speaks to 

Abraham about how he will use him to bring the nation of Israel into being.  He makes it clear to Abraham that 

the point of it is that Israel will bless others beyond itself.  It is less about Israel than about the God who chose 

Israel to be his vessel. 

 

        The idea of being a ‘city upon a hill’ that can be seen from afar has been with us from the beginning.  It is 

the idea that we have been given something extraordinary and the tremendous burden of stewarding and 

sharing what we have with the rest of the world. 

 

        Emma Lazarus’s famous poem “The New Colossus” emblazoned on the base of the Statue of Liberty is a 

powerful expression of our national identity. She echoes what Winthrop said nearly three centuries before, that 

the glory of our existence is that we exist for others.  It is at the heart of who we are and hope to be.  “With 

silent lips.  “Give me your tired, your poor, Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, The wretched 

refuse of your teeming shore.  Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, I lift my lamp beside the golden 

door.” 

 

        John Kennedy said that he had ‘been guided by the standard John Winthrop set before his shipmates on 

the flagship Arbella three hundred and fifty-seven years ago, as they, too faced the task of building a new 

government on a perilous frontier.  “We must always consider, he said, ‘that we shall be as a city upon a hill—

the eyes of all people are upon us.” 

 

        Kennedy concluded with the words of Jesus from the Gospel of Luke:  “Of them to whom much is given, 

much will be required.” 



 

        Ronald Reagan is best remembered for bringing these words and this idea into contemporary 

conversation.  “I’ve spoken of the shining city…in my mind it was a tall proud city built on rocks stronger than 

oceans, wind-swept, God-blessed, and teeming with people of all kinds living in harmony and peace…and if 

there had to be city walls, the walls had doors and the doors were open to anyone with the will and the heart to 

get here.” 

 

        He too believed that America existed for others, for those not yet here among us, the same idea that has 

been at the very core of our identity from before the beginning. 

 

        Abraham Lincoln coined the phrase God’s ‘almost chosen people’ to describe America.  He was one in a 

long line of leaders who felt that we were called to fulfill ‘an uncommon promise’ to the whole world. 

 

        From the beginning the center of our purpose in history has been to share whatever goodness with which 

God had blessed us. 

 

        It was the virtuous behavior of Americans, driven by their thriving faith in the God of the Bible that 

reassured the founders.   Without that we would be like a body with everything but the heart. 

 

        For the founders and for many before and since, being ‘good’ means believing there is a God who expects 

us to do unto others as we would have others do unto us, both locally and globally.  It means that unlike 

every other democratic republic in existence, faith in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob still continues to 

play a major role in our public life, and that that faith and the outgrowth of that faith is somehow at the core of 

our success. 

 

        The promise of Benjamin Franklin and those with him in 1787 was a promise to all future Americans as far 

into the future as we are willing to keep that promise.  Future Americans depend on present day Americans 

doing their duty in this.  In the end the promise of this nation was also a promise to the whole world beyond this 

nation. 

 

        In his final Narnia book, “The Last Battle”, C.S. Lewis talks about loving not England, God’s 

England.  What is God’s idea of England? Because that is what God calls us to love in England?  And what is 

God’s idea of America?  Because it is that in America that Go calls us to love.  Because the love of what is 

good and true and beautiful in anything will become the portal through which we love all that is good and true 

and beautiful beyond it.  If we do not love America and teach our children to love America-as God loves her- we 

can never love the world beyond our shores and can never teach our children to do the same.  And that is our 

promise,that is who we are.  That is the promise of America. 


